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Prayer Requests:  

Wisdom as we transi-
tion in our ministry 

Jackson Calhoun, Kari’s 
infant cousin see website 
for updates 
www.jacksoncalhoun.com 

Friends from language 
school and our relation-
ship with them 

Vienna Tidbits:   

Austria and Switzerland 
co-hosted the 2008 
Europameisterschaft. 
Over 1,000,000 people 
watched the soccer 
games in Vienna’s 
Fanzone during the 
month of June. Spain 
took the crown for the 
first time in 40 years in 
the final against 
Germany. 

C I T Y  O F  E N D L E S S  D E S I R E  
Every four years the countries of Europe participate in the 
Europameisterschaft—the European championship for 
soccer. This year, Austria and Switzerland have hosted 
the tournament, and many of the matches have been 
played in Vienna. It is really quite fascinating to watch this 
city of high culture transform with the frenzy of soccer 
fever as thousands of people pour into Vienna from 
across the continent. In the midst of all the cheers and the 
excitement of competition, I feel a bit of sadness. Soon all 
of this will pass and so will all of the joy, anticipation and 
hope for victory. 

� Some Kind (of) Tolerance 

A grave reality facing Vienna during the 
Europameisterschaft is the increased prevalence of human 
trafficking. Johanna Mikl-Leitner, a high-ranking Austrian 
politician, estimated that the number of people trafficked 
into Vienna would increase 20-50% because of the soccer 
tournament. This is most prevalent in the sex trafficking 
of women, but it also includes men and children who are 
often forced to walk the streets of Vienna selling 
newspapers, flowers, and tourist souvenirs. Conveniently 
enough, the sporting event responsible for the surge of 
this evil also serves as a mask by which all of this is 
ignored. Everyone is so filled with soccermania that no 
one is willing to question if it’s actually a good thing. The 
tournament brings joy and excitement for many people, 
but for others it is also an opportunity to fulfill sinful 

desires. For some, it is only a time of suffering. Is the 
suffering and sin that the Europameisterschaft brings to 
Vienna worth the excitement, commerce and notoriety? 

Still, it is simplifying the issue to place too much blame 
upon the soccer tournament; human trafficking is a 
serious sin facing the whole continent of Europe 
throughout the entire year. The reason it exists at all is 
because we allow it to exist. Most people in Vienna don’t 
need soccer to take their minds off of human trafficking 
because most people in Vienna have no problem ignoring 
it on their own. It’s easy to ignore any problem that we 
don’t see as our problem. It’s easy to remain 
unresponsive when we don’t see ourselves as owning any 
responsibility. 

� Into the Outer Darkness 

Matthew 25:14-30 is the famous Parable of the Talents. Of 
the three slaves, two slaves took their allotted talents and 
made a profit for which they received praise from the 
master. “Enter into the joy of your master,” he told them. 
The third slave entrusted with a portion the master’s 
wealth took the single talent allotted to him and buried it 
in the ground. The master called him a wicked and lazy 
slave before he had the slave thrown into the darkness. 

Isn’t it striking that the master calls the slave “wicked”? In 
the broad scheme of things, the slave really didn’t do 
anything all that bad. “Lazy” seems appropriate, but what 



viennateam@viennateam.org � 405-478-0166 � 2221 E. Memorial Road � Edmond, OK 73013 

R E N E W A L   

Retreat and renewal are two terms which have taken on 
new meaning to me since our arrival in Vienna one year 
ago. Honestly, I don’t think I ever really put much thought 
into those words. In the US, we were surrounded by en-
couraging family and friends, and had access to many re-
sources for spiritual growth. Here, though, this is differ-
ent, very different. So many aspects of missionary life can 
be described as do it yourself. I had tried to prepare my-
self for many of those aspects, but for some reason I was-
n’t fully prepared for how much I would miss a church 
family and the many opportunities to fill my spiritual cup. 

During the first week of June, however, an amazing 
chance to get a little fill up was made known to me, via 
my friend Tamika. A wonderful ministry known as Come 
Before Winter was hosting a renewal in Bosnia. I was so 
excited to find out about this and filled out an application 
right away, hoping and praying that I might be one of the 
40 selected to attend. I think the Lord knew how much I 
needed to go and I was blessed to be chosen. 

The entire week was a concentrated study and time of 
reflection on Psalm 103. Each day begin at 7:30 with 
praise and prayers before breakfast and continued until 
late in the evening. I think I could write 10 pages about 

the blessings I received while there, but I will try to sum-
marize. It was so refreshing to spend time each day in the 
Word, uninterrupted by the daily stresses of life. It was so 
valuable to explore scriptures in this environment and 
learn new things while being reminded of truths I have 
known for a long time. The times of prayer and praise, 
perhaps were the most enjoyable for me. Singing and 
praying to God in my language is something I truly miss. 

Being in Bosnia with other Christian sisters and hearing 
their struggles, fears and worries caused me to reflect on 
my own situation. I am so very thankful to be serving in 

line did the slave cross that made him wicked? I guess it 
was the simple fact that the slave did nothing. Doing 
nothing with the wealth of the master was wickedness. 

� By the Blood of the Lamb 

Like so many cities in the West, Vienna struggles to be a 
community rather than simply a collection of individuals. 
The responsibilities of community are often cast aside so 
as not to impede upon the lifestyle of the individual. This 
is why we so often do nothing when confronted with 
suffering. We’re not suffering, and until we’re suffering it’s 
simply not our problem. Jesus calls us away from the 
wickedness of doing nothing.  

A true, strong victory is emerging in Vienna. Even now, 
however young it may seem, there is a strong ministry 
developing in this city. The contacts and friendships we 
have are ever increasing. We are building deeper and 
better relationships with our friends, and our friends are 
showing increasing interest in what we’re doing in Vienna. 

We long to minister to people in the same way Jesus 
ministered to people. We long to be involved in the same 
types of ministries that Jesus himself was involved in while 
on this earth. We long to be the imitators of Christ in 
word and in deed. 

The work of the missionary is to call people to the Savior, 
to call people into the community centered on the cross 
of His suffering so as to revel in the glory of His 
resurrection. The community of Jesus is one in which 
wicked and evil behavior hold no place. Our work is to 
call people into a relationship with Jesus and stand against 
the evil rampant in the world today. Sin is our problem 
even if we can conveniently ignore it. As workers for the 
kingdom, we see ourselves as God’s instruments which he 
uses to fulfill His will and His goals—the restoration of 
His fallen creation. The calling of people living in rebellion 
against Him into a relationship with Him.  ~ Brian  

 

Amanda enjoying the “Come Before Winter Retreat” 
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As a follow up to last month’s article about the weekly 
Bible study with the Nigerian men, I wanted to share 
some of the goals we have during our study time. One 
goal is for all of us to leave with a better understanding of 
God’s will for our lives. In addition to understanding 
God’s will, we also want to be challenged and accountable 
to obey God’s will. After reading the passage, we also 
share in our words the message we have read as if we 
were telling it to someone else. Explaining the message in 
this manner gives us the opportunity to vocalize our 
understanding of the message and prepare to pass it along 
to our friends and families.      

Towards the end of our study, we spend a short amount 

of time committing to obey something we have learned 
from the passage we have read and understood. When 
we vocalize these statements we always try to begin with 
the phrase “I will…”  When we meet again, we have the 
opportunity to ask each other about the commitments we 
have made.  

This is the format of our study time together, and it has 
created many opportunities for sharing as well as many 
personal challenges for those that participate. Another 
goal is to make this process repeatable so that the people 
we study with can continue studying the Word on their 
own and with other people. We again ask that you pray 
for this time of study in God’s Word.  ~ Ira 

B I B L E  S T U D Y  G O A L S  

such a beautiful place as Vienna. Here, we have all the 
comforts of life, unlike so many other places in the world. 
I am here with 3 other women to lean on and draw com-
fort from. I have been so blessed to be called to this place 

at this time. I am trying to take the things I learned and 
experienced at the renewal and put them into practice 
each and every day.   ~ Amanda  

What do Bible stories, lots of kids, a cabin, new friend-
ships, and good food have in common? Church camp! 
Over the last few days of June and the first few days of 
July, our family had the opportunity to participate in the 
annual kid’s church camp (Kinderlager) put on primarily 
by members of the Inzersdorf church of Christ here in 
Vienna at Schwarzwaldeckhaus (where our team had our 
first Austrian retreat back in March). Because she has now 
finished her first grade year at school, Carli was old 
enough to be a camper. Kim was responsible for two of 
the meals in the kitchen and helped with the others. Josh 
taught the Bible class for the older kids each day. Caleb 
and Cotter participated in the first part of the Bible class 
for the younger kids and then played with some of the 
American college students who had come to help with 
the camp. 

Camper Life 

I enjoyed Bible class—especially the crafts. We also had a 
lot of fun hiking from camp down to Kleinzell, a little vil-
lage in the valley below. I even made new friends, but my 
favorite part of camp was Buntenabend (i.e., skit night). A 
group of girls had a funny skit where they pretended to be 
other people at the camp, and I got to sing a song with 
one of my friends and one by myself. Catching lizards and 

playing on the rope swing were great fun too.  ~ Carli 

In the Kitchen 

The thought of cooking for 40 people at church camp 
made me a little nervous. This was a task that I had never 
done before and the fact that it was on a wood-burning 
stove made it even more difficult! It was very encouraging 
to know that I would be working with two other women 
who had many years experience doing this. I did a lot of 
watching and learning. I really enjoyed the conversa-
tions—in German and in English. I got really good at an-
swering the kids question of “What’s for dinner?”, and I 
loved being surrounded by God’s beautiful creation. It was 
a great week of forming new relationships and strengthen-

C A M P  

Carli and friends roasting marshmallows 
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"We proclaim him, admonishing and teaching everyone with all wisdom, so that we may present everyone perfect in Christ. 
To this end I labor, struggling with all his energy, which so powerfully works in me." ~ Colossians 1:28-29  

ing my relationship with God.  ~ Kim 

With the Kids 

For more than an hour each day, I spent time with the 
older kids (11-15) learning from God’s Word in 1 Samuel. 
The kids memorized verses, played games, received 
prizes, wrote each other encouraging notes, and learned 
more about God and his love for and work in the lives of 
the Israelites and us today. Holding the attention of nine 
to twelve kids can be a struggle in any setting, but at-
tempting to meaningfully relate God’s Word to their lives 
in a foreign language brings challenges all its own. Overall 
the kids listened and interacted really well despite the 
language mistakes made by the non-native German-
speaking teacher. 

Camp provided us the opportunity to develop closer rela-
tionships not only with many of the kids that I often work 
with during my time at the Youth Center (Jugendzentrum) 
but also with many of the adult Christians from the Inz-
ersdorf congregation. Gerhard and Susan Krassnig and 
their children attended the camp: Gerhard organized and 
led the camp; Susan worked in the kitchen with Kim; 
Melanie and Timothy were in Bible class with me, and 
Alisha spent time with Caleb and Cotter. Susi Krassnig 
worked in the kitchen too. Several other teenage boys 
helped with the camp along with a few American college 
students. Our time together (especially in the evenings 
after the kids were in bed) spent playing games, eating 
sweets, and singing around the campfire reminded us of 
the bond we share in Christ. Though our native languages 
and backgrounds are not the same, we share a love with 
each other and God that transcends such boundaries, and 
our common interest in the spiritual health and develop-
ment of these children brought us together in a godly 
way.  ~ Josh 

Grant and kids singing during Buntenabend 


